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Agenda 

 Background 

 Advisory Committee 

 RPC Policy 

 Workshops 

 Steps to Developing a Policy 



DOTD Complete Streets Policy 



DOTD Complete Streets Policy 

 “…recognizes the need for interdisciplinary 

coordination…DOTD will work with 

MPOs…parishes, municipalities…” 

 “…all transportation projects that involve federal or 

state funding or approval.” 

 To best achieve the goal of an interconnected 

network, we need to have complimentary policies at 

the regional and local level. 

 



RPC Complete Streets 

Advisory Committee 

 Citizen-based committee 

 Self nominated or 

appointed 

 Representation from all 

7 (now 8) parishes 

 Quarterly meetings 

 Advise RPC staff and 

TAC 

 Support Complete 

Streets efforts 



CSAC Scope 

 Projects 

 TIP review 

 CS in existing projects 

 New projects 

 CS standalone projects 

 New funding programs 

 CS plans to take 

advantage of new 

funds 

 

 Policy 

 Plans 

 Regional or Parish 

 Funding 

 RPC funds for SC 

 Complete Streets 

Policy 

 RPC policy similar to 

DOTD policy 



Project Review: DOTD Overlays 

 DOTD Overlay Projects: 

no process to review 

them for CS elements 

 DOTD requested RPC 

pilot a process 

 Staff and CSAC 

members reviewed 

routes 

 Recommendations within 

the scope of overlays 





Project Number: 006-03-0056  

Project Name: Broad Street (Orleans Ave-Gentilly)  

Route Number: US 90  

2008 ADT: 6,930 (Pleasure) 

• Current:  4-lane median divided with parking  

• Proposed:  

• Adjust cross section to allow bike lanes 

• Staggered continental crosswalks  



RPC Complete Streets Policy 

 Developed by CSAC 

 Modeled on the DOTD 
Policy 

 Incorporated elements 
from other MPO policies 

 Adopted in 2012 

 Encourages adoption of 
parish and municipal 
policies 

 Workshops to support 
local adoption 



Complete Streets Workshops 

 Pair of Workshops 

 Laying the Foundation 

 Developing Policy 

 Originally a regional 
approach. 

 Too few people from any 
one parish or 
municipality 

 Not enough momentum 

 Revamped to focus on 
one community at a time 



Complete Streets Workshops 

 St. Charles Parish 

 Working to develop a 
comprehensive 
pedestrian and bicycle 
plan 

 St. Tammany Parish 

 Initial steps to secure 
funds for a parishwide 
plan 

 St. John and St. Bernard 

 Workshops in the next 4 
months 

 



New Orleans Complete Streets 

 Ordinance adopted in 
Dec 2011 

 Institutionalize ad hoc 
approaches of the last 
decade 

 Updated design 
standards 

 Complete Streets 
Implementation Plan 

 City Council Advisory 
Committee 



Steps to Developing a Regional or 

Local Policy 

 Coalition Building 

 Identify a Champion 

 Outreach 

 Policy Development 

 Adoption of Policy 

 

 



Coalition Building 

 

 
 Build a broad and diverse coalition of supporters 

 Local bicycling and walking advocates 

 Business community 

 Public health 

 City or parish officials 



Identify a Champion 

 

 
 A champion to help lead the process 

 The champions position can influence the method of 

policy adoption 

 Can be a political leader or a department head 

 If there isn’t a natural champion, the coalition’s first 

task will be to cultivate one 

 



Outreach  

 

 
 Outreach to all stakeholders and public 

 Ensure understanding of Complete Streets 

 Discuss benefits of complete streets 

 Utilize resources, such as National Complete Streets 

Coalition 

 



Policy Development 

 

 
 10 Essential Elements of a Policy 

 Build a policy around these components 

 Louisiana policies as models 

 Does DOTD policy achieve communities goals? 

 600+ policies nationwide 

 States, counties, cities, towns 

 



Adoption and Implementation 

 

 
 Adopt complete streets 

 Departmental policy, legislative, etc 

 Include an implementation plan 

 Timeline 

 Benchmarks 

 Responsibilities 
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